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SanDisk Ultra Backup (32GB)

Pros

Simple, powerful backup
software; fast average
read speeds; one-button
backup after initial setup

Cons

Backup software isn't
Mac-compatible; average
write speeds; build
quality not as solid as
other drives; expensive

Editors' Take

With its backup button
and slick software,
SanDisk's premium-price
USB flash drive is handy
for protecting your data.

Key Specs

Capacity: 32GB
Interface: USB

Exterior Construction: Plastic
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$94.99

$117.75 from Amazon.com
$152.99 from CompUSA

Dimensions (HWD): 0.4x0.8x2.8 inches

Included Software: U3 portable apps launcher, backup software
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Reviewed by: Matt Safford
Review Date: April 2009

As a leading player in the world of flash memory (and the company that created CompactFlash and SD
memory cards), it's no surprise that SanDisk also makes solid USB flash drives. But as flash-drive prices
plummet and the market becomes flooded with "me-too" devices that all offer the same basic functionality,
SanDisk’s Ultra Backup drive proves there's still room for innovation. This drive not only offers one-button
backup, but the bundled backup software is impressively powerful, visually slick, and surprisingly intuitive.

The drive itself isn't all that exciting, as it doesn't veer far from the typical flash-drive form factor. A wide,
clearly labeled Backup button sits near the front of the drive, between the retractable USB connector and a
large slider button that retracts and extends it. The housing is black plastic, which looks fine, but it feels a bit
flimsy compared with drives coated in rubber or housed in metal, such as the SanDisk Cruzer Titanium
Plus. An orange indicator light pulses through the slightly translucent slider button when the drive is plugged
in.

In testing with a 1GB folder of mixed media files, the SanDisk Ultra Backup managed a write speed of 8.3MB
per second (about average, among flash drives we've tested recently) and an above-average read speed of
21.7MB per second. The latter figure is 1MB per second slower than the fastest flash drive we've seen, the
Kingston DataTraveler HyperX, but it's still plenty respectable.

The software, though, is what really sets the SanDisk Ultra Backup drive apart. SanDisk needed to include
software to work with its Backup button, but rather than settle for something basic, the company has
delivered a product that's surprisingly powerful while remaining intuitive enough for beginners.
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How to Add a Second
Monitor

Double your display real estate by
Halp . adding a second monitor. It's a
snap: Here's how.

75 PC-Building Tips

These can't-miss tips will ease
your next PC build.

The bundled SanDisk Backup software is surprisingly slick, recalculating how much space is required for Replace Your Laptop Screen
a backup whenever you select or deselect folders or file types. |

il T

A broken laptop display? Replace it
yourself in six simple steps.

See more help & how-tos

The main page of the SanDisk Backup software lists your backed-up folders on the left, where you can browse

them through the familiar folder structure to restore specific files or whole folders. Big buttons across the top

of the screen are intuitively labeled by task: Backup, Restore, Archive, Update (this checks for a more recent CYIJEI‘PDWEI‘ Gamer
version of the backup software), and About. Clicking the Backup button brings up a screen from which you Extreme XE

choose to either back up all the files in your My Documents folder, or select specific file types to back up, such

as photos, presentations, or spreadsheets. When you select or deselect different types, the software calculates

how much capacity your selected files require and if what you're trying to back up exceeds the drive's capacity.

Delving a little deeper into the Advanced Settings allows you to select specific drives or folders to back up, and CHOICE
a second Settings tab lets you choose files to back up based on a range of time or by entering a specific start
date. There's also a "Filter by size" slider that lets you tell the drive to back up only files smaller than a
specific size (ranging from 500K to 1GB). Even more impressive, you can choose how many versions of a file
to keep, up to 10. If you're working on a project over a long period, that feature could be a lifesaver if, at
some point, you make changes that you later need to undo.

*...blistering speed
thanks to an
overclocked Core i7
processor and two

You can also set backups to start automatically when you plug the drive in, which will more readily ensure that See Best Price Nvidia GTX 295 video
your backups actually happen. But you'll lose the George Jetson-like satisfaction of pressing the button. cards. ~
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Digging into the software's settings, we found the choices intuitive and surprisingly extensive.

Unfortunately, the backup software is PC-only, so don't expect to do much with the drive in Mac OS X beyond
manually dragging-and-dropping files. And compared with other drives of this capacity, the SanDisk Ultra
Backup drive is expensive. At the time of this review, the 32GB model we tested cost well over $100 from
online resellers (approximately $110 to $150), while a competing drive of the same capacity, the Patriot
Xporter XT Boost, is available for around $70.

Still, if you're looking for a flash drive primarily for backing up your important files (and desire a backup
process simple enough that you'll actually stick to it), the SanDisk Ultra Backup justifies its premium price,
thanks to its excellent included software. If fact, we wish SanDisk sold the software separately, too. For $20 or
$30, it would be a worthwhile addition to any flash drive.

Price (at time of review): $166.99 (direct)

See all of our SanDisk Ultra Backup (32GB) coverage

Related USB Flash Drive Reviews at ComputerShopper.com
Imation Atom

Kingston DataTraveler HyperX
Patriot Xporter XT Boost
SanDisk Extreme Cruzer Contour
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SanDisk 32GB ULTRA BACKUP USB FLASH DRIVE 96.56
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